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. GENE BREGMAN & ASSOCIATES

Public Opinion & Marketing Research

MEMORANDUM

To: Linda Wilshusen, Executive Director
Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission

From: Gene Bregman A
Gene Bregman & Associates

Date: November 24, 2003
Re: Initial Survey Results

This memorandum presents our initial conclusions and results from the
poll conducted for the Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission by
Gene Bregman & Associates. As we spend more time with the data over the
next few weeks, additional analysis is likely to become available.

A total of 750 interviews were conducted during the period November 14
to 16, 2003, with 150 interviews completed in each of the five County
Supervisorial Districts. The results discussed in this memo have been weighted
so that each geographic area is in its proper proportion. A sample of this size
has a margin of error ranging from +/- 2.1% to +/- 3.6%, at the 95%
confidence level, depending on the response level to a particular question. The
survey questionnaire, with weighted results, is attached to this memo.

Conclusions

Support for the half cent sales tax has decreased in the past year and a
half. However, a two-thirds majority is not far off. To reach that goai it will be
necessary to design a measure that accomplishes more than just the widening of
Highway 1. Support is maximized when other projects are inciuded. When
choosing the projects to include, the results of the survey become part of, but do
not comprise the entire decision-making process. That is, there is some support
for most of the projects tested in the survey, although the 511 telephone
number may be an exception. Otherwise, the Commission will have to weigh
various factors as a final measure is developed to present to the voters.
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Even as all tax measures have become more difficult in the past year, they
may become easier a year from now. We recommend that the SCCRTC continue
planning for a possible ballot measure next November, develop the specifics of
how the money will be used, and monitor the electorate, checking as late as
possible before making a final decision about the November 2004 election.

Summary of Resulits

1. At this time, support for a half cent sales tax increase ranges from 55 percent
to 64 percent. It is greatest after these voters learned about projects that
could be included in addition to widening Highway 1. It is at its lowest at the
end of the survey, after respondents learned of the additional uses for the
sales tax revenue, and are asked how they 'would vote on a measure only for
widening Highway 1, knowing that this might mean the tax would be in effect
for twenty years instead of thirty years. In fact, the highest votes occurred
when the measure included other projects in addition to widening Highway 1.
The following table summarizes the various trial votes in the survey:

Yes No Undecided

Q.8: After hearing additional uses 64% 29% 12%
Q.3: Widen plus other Hwy 1 improvements 62% 34% 5%
Q.2: Initial vote for widening Hwy.1 59% 35% 6%
Q.9: Only for Hwy.1/Last 20 years 55% 40% 5%

2. As with most tax-related measures throughout the state, support for the half
cent sales tax has decreased in the past year and a half. In April 2002, 70
percent said they would support a measure to widen Highway 1 and make
other important transportation improvements, six percentage points higher
than the 64 percent in the current survey.

3. In the initial vote on widening Highway 1, support was greatest among those
who regularly use Highway 1 for purposes besides commuting, those who do
not regularly walk to school or work, ride a bike or ride a bus, those who
regularly carpool or vanpool, those 40 years of age or older, and those
registered as Democrats or Republicans, but not as Independents or with
various other political parties.

However, in the vote that received the highest support level (Q.8), the only
statistically significant differences occurred as those who regularly use
Highway 1 either for commuting or for purposes other than commuting were
more supportive of the measure. In other words, when other projects are
added, support becomes more broad-based, albeit at a level that does not yet
reach two-thirds.
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