
From: heather mcbride [mailto:hexabob57@sbcglobal.net]  
Sent: Sunday, December 21, 2003 8:41 AM 
To: info@sccrtc.org 
Subject: County Rail Corridor 

I am in support of implementing the light rail Trolley for our County.  It's time to "Fish or 
Cut Bait".  The Highway One widening project is stalled and we need to get off our duffs 
and find other transportation alternatives that are COUNTY WIDE. This is a great 
opportunity to do just that.  I say quit stalling on transportation alternatives that are 
realistic ( let's face it, not everyone is willing or able to ride their bike or take the bus to 
work or school ).  Maybe then people will quit being PC (when it's Personally 
Convenient.).  If Monterey has already acquired their corridor, it would be possible to 
take the trolley from Davenport to Monterey.  How great would that be?! Think of all the 
cars that would be taken off the road if people could take the trolley!   
  
That being said, quit "dinking around" and make the right decision.  Hem-hawing back 
and forth to appease a small group of citizens as opposed to doing what is right for 
EVERYONE is absolutely ridiculous.  Too many Golden Opportunites have passed us by 
in order to appease a small group of citizens instead of what is best for the rest of us.  
Please don't let this be one of them. 
  
Sincerely, 
Heather McBride 
Registered Voter 
 



 
From: Jane Parks-McKay [mailto:janepm@mcihispeed.net]  
Sent: Sunday, December 21, 2003 8:50 AM 
To: info@sccrtc.org 
Cc: tim4715@earthlink.net 
Subject: Rail Corridor 
 
 
Hi: 
   We have just learned about a Rail Corridor proposed from Davenport 
to Watsonville. Good idea, and it's hard to believe we will be GIVEN 
$11 million dollars. 
   However, a few things come up from this family which we would like 
all of you to consider. 
   First, nothing is ever free. There is always maintenance, insurance 
an staffing issues for something like this. Who will pay for that? 
   Second, the State is in dire straits right now. Can't we consider 
giving some of this money earmarked for this to them to help, or 
perhaps earmark this money for other County things perhaps more 
crucial? We are painfully aware of how small of a chunk of the pie that 
Counties and States get from dollars that go to the State and while I 
realize that may be unorthodox to consider, perhaps it's time we went a 
little out of the box on this one now. 
   Third, infrastructure: all I can think about when I read about this 
is Highway 85 and how building it must have displaced and ruined the 
quality of life of so many on it's path. Family homes were razed, 
neighborhoods that I used to hang out in growing up and as a teen were 
forever affected by the noise and traffic nearby, at least those homes 
which were saved and not razed, etc. HOW are we doing to do this 
without ruining the peace and quiet and safety of so many existing 
neighborhoods? My goodness gracious, this area has enough traffic and 
noise as it is; and sometimes our homes are the only haven we have in 
Life! 
   Fourth, what good is this project going to do? What does it DO, what 
benefit is it to this County? Who will ride it, will it cost riders 
anything? Details, details! 
   Fifth, if this Rail Corridor goes ahead, does this help us in the 
short, intermediate or long-term? Are we investing into something that 
is just a quick-fix for something now or will it last a long time? How 
will future building and changes to the County be affected by this, or 
will it end up being an albatross? 
   Sixth, and last, why does this project have to happen? No one has 
really presented any salient and convincing evidence of why this should 
happen other than to use money that is ours for the taking. 
 
   This household really does think that anything like this, or in the 
future has to be thought out carefully and prudently, asking some of 
the above questions and more. Please do keep us apprised of what is 
going on. Thanks. 
 
Jane Parks-McKay and Tim McKay 
Santa Cruz  
 
 
 



 
From: Ron Skelton [mailto:ron-skelton@charter.net]  
Sent: Sunday, December 21, 2003 9:29 AM 
To: info@sccrtc.org 
Subject: Rail Corridor 
 
 
My wife and I want to add our support for the County Rail Corridor. 
This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Please do not be swayed by  
a selfish minority who  are opposing this project. 
 
Ron and Jean Skelton 
4221 Gull Cove Way 
Capitola 



From: ALCARLTON@aol.com [mailto:ALCARLTON@aol.com]  
Sent: Sunday, December 21, 2003 10:34 AM 
To: info@sccrtc.org 
Subject: Fwd: The Capitola Photo 

Question, does the 11 million dollars come out of our Highway One Fund? If so ,I think we should 
do Highway One first, and then buy the corridor. As for the light rail project the density would 
have to be so great none of us would want to live here, as that is what we moved from. The trail 
project makes sense at this time. I support saving the corridor for the future. Al Carlson 
alcarlton@aol.com 
 



From: Joe Martinez [mailto:joexmart@pacbell.net]  
Sent: Sunday, December 21, 2003 11:55 AM 
To: info@sccrtc.org 
Subject: Santa Cruz Rail Corridor 

County Supervisors 
  
I urge you to reject this proposal. Why you ask? The primary reason to reject this proposal is 
because of our current fiscal crisis. The 11 million dollars could be put to better use supporting 
our schools (K-12). Another reason to reject the proposal is due to the 2 diesel self propelled cars 
that are included in the proposal. The rail cars require building car barns on each end of the rail 
line as well as platforms throughout the rail line. These barns and platforms will occupy space at 
Seascape and Capitola. As a resident of Seascape I do not wish to have the car barns obstruct 
the views that exist or reduce the esthetics of the surrounding area. Equally important, these car 
barns will most likely house diesel fuel which could leak into the surrounding area particularly 
when maintenance is being performed on the cars. Even if they don't leak there is always diesel 
residue that is spilled and is unsightly. The rail cars themselves will clearly dispense diesel fumes 
which is very hard on the respiratory system and eyes. In addition, with Capitola and Seascape 
being identified as the end of the line there is the increase traffic and parking that will need to be 
accommodated for at each platform. With this increase of people and cars the need for additional 
services such as police, fire protection, emergency medical services, power, water, and on-going 
maintenance for all rail structures and local infrastructure need to be factored into the ongoing 
cost to local taxpayers. Consequently, I urge you to reject the proposal in its current form. 
  
An alternative is to put a bicycle and walking trail adjacent to the rail line. Rail cars for the 
purpose of moving people are not needed or wanted...we can take the bus. 
  
  
Regards, 
  
Joe Martinez 
  



From: David DeLude [mailto:ddelude@inawave.com]  
Sent: Monday, December 22, 2003 8:59 PM 
To: info@sccrtc.org 
Subject: Santa Cruz Rail Corridor 

I am in favor of the Santa Cruz Rail Corridor! 
  
Please support this project and install light rail and a bike path in the rail corridor. Transportation 
is by far the worst problem in Santa Cruz County. We need this project immediately! 
  
Thank you, 
David DeLude 
E-mail: ddelude@inawave.com 
  



From: Fox, Brian [mailto:Brian.Fox@gcinc.com]  
Sent: Monday, December 22, 2003 8:55 AM 
To: info@sccrtc.org 
Subject: Santa Cruz Trail 

This is the best idea to help solve our congested highway and roads.  Why do other counties 
have great bike trails like Monterey, Santa Barbara, Santa Monica?  The answer, their elected 
officials realized the benefits to the community.  I spoke with Bruce McPherson about this issue a 
year ago and he said he would do whatever he could to make this trail become a reality.  Why 
should residents of Santa Cruz county have to drive their car to get down to Monterey to enjoy 
their bike trail.  The local merchants miss out on sales while the county loses tax review.  This 
would be one of the great tourist attractions to our area.  Make it happen. 

Brian Fox  
210 Burnham Ct.  
Aptos  



From: Katshrad@aol.com [mailto:Katshrad@aol.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 23, 2003 7:03 AM 
To: info@sccrtc.org 
Cc: Katshrad@aol.com 
Subject: I am a strong opponent of Rail Trail 
 
 
I have been losing a lot of sleep over the new project of a Rail Trail 
in my back yard. We bought a 1999 manufactured home which we currently 
enjoy living in. We have lived here two years. I am a site director at 
a local before and after school day care center so I do not make much 
money. I cannot afford to move and I want to move if the county is 
going to have a Rail Trail in my back yard. The track appears to be 
only four feet from the fence. It appears impossible to me that there 
is any way to include a walking and jogging path when there is barely 
room for the Union Pacific to come through. We have accepted the Union 
Pacific because I rarely see it, I think it comes by once or twice a 
day, however twice since I lived here it came by at night. It is a 
nightmare to be awaken by a train that sounds like it is in your 
bedroom. I heard on a county supervisor meeting that the Union Pacific 
plans on coming through at night-THIS NIGHT TRAIN BETTER NOT HAPPEN. I 
don't think you care about the people who own homes near to this track. 
I have been following the progression and even though the people hate 
the idea of more traffic by their back lots you continue to move 
forward. Please write back if this plan continues to move forward I 
want to know what you are going to do for me and all my neighbors who 
oppose this massive folly of a rail  trial when there is not enough 
room to have one. Do you plan on putting up a sound wall in the back 
where the chain link fence is? How can the train and a bike path even 
fit? There isn't enough room. Are you planning to purchase all the 
mobile and manufactured homes that are too near the tracks and help us 
buy another manufactured home in another mobile home park? This was the 
only affordable home we could buy. It is no wonder all the local people 
have to move out of town when the local people are not listened by the 
city council. You interfere with people's life by adding  more noise,  
excess people and chaos. We are already angered by the people who walk 
down the tracks now but I can just imagine how bad it will be when you 
try and squeeze in a jogging and bike trail.  It sounds like big money 
for the county but a disaster for me and my neighbors!!! 831 476-8386   
Kathy 1255 38th Ave,  Space 118, Santa Cruz CA 95062  Please write back 
and let me know you have at least heard my opposition to this plan. 
Every time I hear your plan the amount of trolleys goes up and there 
are more things attached to the Rail Trail plan, I think someone needs 
to measure how small the area is behind our home!!! I believe my 
husband who agrees with me will also be writing and calling you.  
 



From: Karen [mailto:wilnikpop@baymoon.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 24, 2003 8:25 AM 
To: info@sccrtc.org 
Subject: Rail Trail 
 
 
Great idea! We use the tracks for walks already to get around town. 
 
Karen Keech 



From: Marc Weaver [mailto:mtweaver@pacbell.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 24, 2003 10:56 AM 
To: info@sccrtc.org 
Subject: Rail Trail 

This is a great idea. 
I moved here over 7 years ago from Boston. I've always loudly complained about how I 
drive more in Santa Cruz than I ever did in Boston. The busses here only run once an 
hour, there are no trains, and bike lanes and sidewalks just stop when you need them most 
on cross town commutes! 
The Rail Trail is awesome. I think it's going to bring a lot of people to downtown too. 
When I rode my bike to work, on the West side of Santa Cruz, I see the same cars at ever 
light. I get across town just as fast as a car. With Rail Trail, I'll be at work faster than any 
car. I know a lot of my workmates would enjoy that. 
I dare you to get on a bike at 17th avenue and Portola and ride across town to downtown. 
How safe did that feel? Would you let your child make that ride? 
There is so much promise with Rail Trail. Ride your bike down town, lock it up, and 
catch a bus over the hill. Ride to Capitola and enjoy the beach with out worrying about 
parking and summer traffic! Ride to the Boardwalk to catch one of the summer concerts 
and not have to be stuck in traffic for 45 minutes! 
Once the trail is in, people will flock to it. This isn't some town in the mid-west where 
people will give the trail a skeptical look. This is Santa Cruz where people can't wait to 
get out of their gas guzzling, nature killing, oil baron supporting cars, and get on the trail! 

The fishhook will never be safe. Mission Avenue will always be crowded. Highway 1 
will never get widened. At least give us Rail Trail and let us have an alternative now 
instead of 15 years into the future. 

-Marc Weaver 

750 24th Ave. Santa Cruz 

  



To Whom It May Concern: 
  
I am in support of the of the purchase of the corridor from Union Pacific.   
  
Elizabeth Woodarrd 
 



From: Shirley Murphyandanderson [mailto:smurph2@mac.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 24, 2003 5:59 AM 
To: info@sccrtc.org 
Subject: trolley 
 
 
I think your magic trolley is smoke up your nose.  We need railroad 
service to eliminate some of the trucks off the road and to "lease" the 
right from Union Pacific to run a passenger train Mon - Fri for 
commuters and on Sat & Sun for tourists  -- without eliminating the 
freight trains !!!!!! 
 
Once the rails ( for freight trains) are removed it is too costly to 
put back and I am tired of everyone complaining about the railroad 
being in their back yard---it was here before any of us had a home 
beside the tracks. 
 
Take your special interest groups who want the "trolley" and go smoke 
some more stuff. 
 



Dear S.C.Co.Friends of the Rail Trail, 
We are very much in favor of some kind of transportation system which 
does not include those large polution creating buses.  The suggestion 
of a rail system using the existing tracks is a wonderful idea and you 
can count on our support.  I, Judy, would like to use it for riding to 
downtown Santa Cruz, instead of using my car. 
 
Judy & Jeff  
Williams 
2749 Estates Dr., Aptos, CA 95003 
831) 688-3385 
 



From: Jeana De La Torre [mailto:jeanadlt@sbcglobal.net]  
Sent: Friday, December 26, 2003 7:55 AM 
To: info@sccrtc.org 
Subject: Rail Trail 
 
 
As a walker and member of the Santa Cruz Bird club I greatly support 
your plans for the Rail Trail corridor from Davenport to Watsonville.  
It would be helpful to have separate biking and pedestrian trails, to 
avoid the mishaps that occur when these two have blended at other 
parks.   
Thank you, 
 
Jeana de la Torre, Live Oak 



From: susan schaaf [mailto:ssschaaf@earthlink.net]  
Sent: Saturday, December 27, 2003 3:29 PM 
To: info@sccrtc.org 
Subject: rail corridor 

I am against the purchase of the rail corridor. Local and state money is too tight at this time. I do not 
believe it would be utilized by enough people. In addition I support the widening of Hwy 1. As a Corralitos 
resident, the gridlock on the freeway is usually a deterrent to my doing business beyond 41st ave. 
The widening is most important to me. 
 



From: Jeffrey R. Brady [mailto:jebrady@cisco.com]  
Sent: Sunday, December 28, 2003 8:22 AM 
To: info@sccrtc.org 
Subject:  
Rail Corridor for Bike path: Yes!!!! 
Light rail NO!!!!!!!! 
 



From: Hans Heim [mailto:hanssc@aol.com]  
Sent: Sunday, December 28, 2003 9:49 AM 
To: info@sccrtc.org 
Subject: Rail Trail 

Hello! 
 
Just dropping you a note to voice my support for purchasing and developing the Santa Cruz 
County Rail Trail. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Hans Heim 
 



From: Vilma Guerrero [mailto:vguerrero@sbcglobal.net]  
Sent: Sunday, December 28, 2003 1:21 PM 
To: info@sccrtc.org 
Subject: rail corridor 

Dear Supervisor. 
  
I own a home in Rio del Mar, and I am writing to urge the Supervisors to SUPPORT the 
rail corridor.  A commuter rail corrider, be it by bike, and hopefully a county-wide light 
rail system, is the only PERMANENT solution to our county's traffic woes.  My office is 
in downtown Santa Cruz.  I am all too familiar with the daily commute.   Widening HWY 
1 is not a long-term solution, and it really only treats the immediate symptoms of the 
problem, it does not provide a permanent solution to traffic.   We must give people, a real 
and convenient ALTERNATIVE to getting in their cars.  Expecting business folks to ride 
from mid/south county to their jobs in Santa Cruz is not a real solution.  Neither is 
waiting for a bus that comes once an hour and takes and hour to get downtown.  A 
commuter light rail service does provide the county with a permanent solution.  Light rail 
would also be great for tourists as well, making it easier to get around the county and see 
the sights.  The county should spend its money on a permanet solution  - build a 
commuter rail system. 
  
  
Vilma L. Guerrero 
533 Monterey Dr. 
Rio Del Mar 



From: Heather Levin [mailto:heathermarielevin@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Sunday, December 28, 2003 7:19 PM 
To: info@sccrtc.org 
Subject: Santa Cruz Rail Corridor 

Please support purchasing the Santa Cruz Rail Corridor. 
Thank you, 
Heather 



Dear Regional Transit - 
  
Please count our family among those who would like to see more pedestrial, bike and light rail in 
Santa Cruz County. 
  
thank you 
  
Buff & John McKinley 
217 Coronado Dr 
Aptos CA 95003 



From: Ed Malley [mailto:ed@dabeach.net]  
Sent: Monday, December 29, 2003 3:09 PM 
To: info@sccrtc.org 
Subject: Rail Corridor 

I wish to encourage the acquisiton of the proposed rail corridor and 
that it be expanded to include the corridor from Davenport to 
Watsonville. 
Thank you. 
Ed Malley 
Resident 
Aptos 



From: Kennyandjunior [mailto:kennyandjunior@cruzers.net]  
Sent: Monday, December 29, 2003 11:45 PM 
To: info@sccrtc.org 
Subject: Rail Funding 
 
 
We urge the Commission to cease any activities related to the costal 
trolley.  All efforts should be focused on widening highway 1 and 
intercity bike access. 
 
 
 
 
LISTEN TO YOUR BODY 
 
 
WWW.NATIONALEATINGDISORDERS.ORG 



From: Fox, Brian [mailto:Brian.Fox@gcinc.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 30, 2003 8:13 AM 
To: info@sccrtc.org 
Subject: New Bike trail 

Please approve the new proposed bike trail.  Sometime ago someone on a previous 
transportation committee approved the few bike trails we already enjoy here in the county.  These 
were very smart individuals.  For years the community has enjoyed these trails and now we want 
to complete the route.  There can be no environmental issues for using the already existing 
railroad right-of-way so let's get on with the program.  We can't miss this opportunity to use state 
funds to help finance this project.  It will make a positive difference to the community. 

Brian  



From: Kirra Paskins [mailto:kirra@surfnetusa.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 30, 2003 7:09 AM 
To: info@sccrtc.org 
Subject: $11 million 

  
Hi, I live in the Live Oak area.  I am writing to urge your support for the purchase of the SC county 
rail corridor.  I only have one question, is $11 million enough and if not how much extra will be 
needed and where will that extra money come from? 
  
Thanks, 
Kirra 



From: Sharon McCarty [mailto:sharonlmccarty@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, January 06, 2004 10:24 AM 
To: info@sccrtc.org 
Subject: Santa Cruz Rail Corridor 
 
 
Dear Sir or Madame: 
 
I am a resident of Santa Cruz County. I am in favor of the Santa Cruz 
County RTC purchasing the Santa Cruz Rail Corridor from Union Pacific. 
We cannot afford to pass up such an opportunity to expand our 
transportation options. 
 
Sincerely, 
Sharon McCarty 
 


