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December 22, 2005

John Van Berkel

Caltrans

Office of SHOPP Management
1120 N Street

Sacramento, CA, 95814

RE: Draft 2006 State Highway Operation and Protection Program (SHOPP)

Dear Mr. Van Berkel:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft 2006 State Highway
Operation and Protection Program (SHOPP). The projects listed for Santa Cruz
County in the Draft SHOPP are consistent with one of the 2005 Santa Cruz
County Regional Transportation Plan goals to “preserve and maintain the existing
transportation system, emphasizing safety and efficiency”. Santa Cruz County
Regional Transportation Commission staff would like to submit the following
comments for your consideration when finalizing the 2006 document and in
preparing future versions of the SHOPP.

In general, we were disappointed that the draft list of projects for the 2006
SHOPP was not developed in consultation with the Regional Transportation
Commission, its Interagency Technical Advisory Committee, its Transportation
Operation Oversight Committee and the Safe on 17 Task Force. We understand
that District 5 staff was concerned that members of the community might have
been disappointed if project lists developed in partnership did not match what
Caltrans Headquarters decided to include in the official draft document, but as a
programming agency we understand quite well that preliminary proposals do not
always become programmed projects. We hope in the future to be offered the
opportunity to provide input on what is proposed for future SHOPP programs.

Please revise the description for the Highway 152 Roadway Preservation Project
(EA 491801) to accurately represent the limits of the project as: IN AND NEAR
WATSONVILLE FROM JCT 1/152 TO 0.04 KM E OF BEVERLY DRIVE
(NORTH) (KP T0.53/3.0) — Rehabilitation roadway.

Please revise the description for the Highway 1 Collision Reduction project to
clarify the limits of the project. The current description reads “In Santa Cruz
from Morrissey to Route 1.” We suspect that the ending point is not supposed to
read “Route 1.”

/Hcd -/

MEMBER AGENCIES: SANTA CRUZ METROPOLITAN TRANSIT DISTRICT, COUNTY OF SANTA CRUZ, CALTRANS,
CITIES OF CAPITOLA, SANTA CRUZ, SCOTTS VALLEY, WATSONVILLE



Please include more information regarding the type of improvements planned for the collision
reduction project on Route 129 (EA 49680K).

EA 0L9301, SCr 17-0.0/6.5 Rehab is not shown on list, however it is our understanding that this
project will be amended into the 2004 SHOPP. If this amendment does not occur within the
2004 SHOPP, we request that the project be included in the 2006 SHOPP.

Finally, it must be noted that while RTC staff strongly supports the inclusion of three collision
reduction projects on Highway 17 within the 2006 SHOPP (given the extremely high injury and
fatal accident rates on this roadway), the other projects do not necessarily reflect the region’s
highest safety, maintenance, and mobility priorities. We are very concerned that the SHOPP will
be using significant amounts of the guaranteed state and federal funds that are available for
transportation, leaving only highly speculative funds for the high priority safety, system
maintenance, and mobility projects identified in the State Transportation Improvement Program
(STIP).

If you have any questions regarding these comments, please contact Rachel Moriconi of my staff
at (831) 460-3203.

Sincerely,

Pat Dellin
Acting Executive Director

cc: Gregg Albright, Rich Krumholtz, Claudia Espino - Caltrans District 5
Ross Chittenden, Caltrans Programming
John Barna, California Transportation Commission
SCCRTC

\\Rtcservi\Interna\RTIP\SHOPP\RTC2006SHOPPComments.doc
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