AGENDA: November 1, 2007

TO: Regional Transportation Commission
FROM: Karena Pushnik, Senior Transportation Planner
RE: Survey of Likely Voters Regarding Transportati®nojects and Funding

RECOMMENDATIONS

This item is for your information only.

BACKGROUND

The Transportation Funding Task Force (TFTF) hanhbmeeeting for two years to gather
information from the community and develop a tramsgtion funding plan that can be supported
by a super majority of Santa Cruz County voterseAtonsidering a recommendation from the
TFTF at its May 2006 Transportation Policy Workstl{®opW) meeting, the Regional
Transportation Commission (RTC) decided to condusdirvey of likely voters to determine
levels of voter support for project packages, imdlial projects and funding mechanisms. The
RTC authorized the Executive Director to appoinbasultant selection and poll oversight
committee and to hire a polling consultant.

DISCUSSION

The Consultant Selection and Poll Oversight Conaaitomposed of RTC staff and the
Transportation Funding consultant, Eileen Goodwieced EMC Research to conduct the poll.
Ruth Bernstein, a very experienced polling comstltled the polling consultant team.

To produce the polling questions the Poll Overs(@binmittee solicited input from
Commissioners and TFTF members and reviewed infiam&om past polls. It was not
possible to include all of the suggested questiwnssues in a 20-minute poll but the polling
consultant worked to craft a survey that would gatis much of the desired information as
possible. The poll was conducted from Septembédo Zctober 2 of this year. Ruth Bernstein
presented the polling results to the TFTF at itto@er 29, 2007 meeting. Ms. Bernstein’s
analysis, in the form of a PowerPoint presentai®ayailable on the TFTF website
(www.tftaskforce.orgyand is included as AttachmentThe poll questions and results also
available on the TFTF website at and are includedttachment 2Ms. Bernstein is available to
make a presentation on the survey results to the &Tits November 15, 2007 Transportation
Policy Workshop (TPW) meeting.




Using the information gathered from the poll, aslas information gathered through two years
of work and discussions, the TFTF will spend tHieial two meetings on developing a
transportation expenditure and funding packageqsalpfor the RTC to consider. The final
meeting of the TFTF is scheduled for November D72 It is expected that the RTC will have a
transportation expenditure and funding plan to mersat its December 6, 2007 meeting.

SUMMARY

The Regional Transportation Commission authorizetifanded a voter opinion survey about
transportation projects and funding as requestatidyransportation Funding Task Force. EMC
Research conducted the poll and the results arehaitl.

Attachment 1. PowerPoint Presentation on the Resiiithe 2007 Telephone Survey of Santa
Cruz County Voters on Transportation Projects amading
Attachment 2. Questions/Results of 2007 Telephamedy

\\Rtcservl\shared\RTC\TC2007\TC1107\TFTF-Poll.doc



