
About D istrict 5

W
District 5 is made up of Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo, Monterey, San
Benito and Santa Cruz Counties The district is the home of nearly 750
Caltrans employees including 350 field employees. It has an estimated
operating budget for the 2007/2008 fiscal year of $53 million, with over
$250 million in ongoing construction projects.

There are 30 freeways and highways located within District 5 that if placed
end-to-end would stretch for 1,169 miles. That would be the same as
driving from San Diego to Reno and back. These highways range from
scenic two lane highways to controlled access freeways. The district is
also home to Highway 101, which is one of three major north and south
routes connecting northern and southern California.

There are 33 cities and 7,788,809 acres in the five county district, with a
population of over 1.3 million people. There are 6.9 billion vehicle miles
traveled through the district. Building, operating and maintaining the
highway system within such a unique environment demands careful
consideration in virtually all District projects. The District must maintain a
careful balance to preserve and protect the sensitive environment while
meeting the needs of an ever-increasing population who utilize the state
highway system.

The district is home to one of the
most picturesque and diverse
landscapes in the nation. President
Roosevelt was at the Grand
Opening of Highway 1 between
Morro Bay and Carmel on June 27,
1938. Originally estimated to cost
$1.5 million, the 139-mile section of
Highway 1 included 33 bridges and
was completed at a cost of $10
million or $71,000 per mile. The
project to build the highway was
begun in 1919 and completed in
1937. Today Bixby Creek Bridge,
on the north end of the highway, is
one of the most photographed man
made structures in the nation.

District 5, 50 Higuera Street , San Luis Obispo, California 93401
District 5 Public Information Office ( 839)423-0396
www_dot.ca _ gov/dlst05 email: Info - d5^dot . ca.gov

California Department of Transportation

Monterey - San Benito - San Luis Obispo - Santa Barbara - Santa Cruz
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