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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Shannon Murphy
(Bass) (916) 319-2408
May 20, 2009 Alicia Trost

(Steinberg) (916) 651-4188

Bass, Steinberg Move Quickly to Head Off Cash
Crisis,
Make Budget Process More Transparent

SACRAMENTO - Senate President pro Tem Darrell Steinberg (D-Sacramento) and
Assembly Speaker Karen Bass (D-Los Angeles) held a news conference today to
announce measures that will help quicken the process to solve a looming $21 billion state
budget deficit and head off a cash shortage for the state expected in July. Additionally,
they announced measures to make the process more transparent than in previous years
and include more legislators and public input in the process.

“The budget process will be completed quickly to help prevent a potential cash-flow
shortage in July and to reassure the federal government and private investors that
California is a safe investment,” Bass said. “This conference committee will be different
than in the past. It will include more members’ points of view and it will be far more
open to the public and transparent than in previous years.”

“Beginning today, the Legislature will work diligently in an open, transparent process to
balance our budget and address a looming cash shortage in July,” Steinberg said. “I have
great faith in the Senate and Assembly conferees to get this job done in the most
responsible way possible.”

Measures to make the budget conference committee process move quickly and be
more open include:

e The announcement that the budget conference committee will be made up of five
legislators from both the Assembly and Senate instead of the usual three.
Assemblymembers Noreen Evans (D-Santa Rosa), who will chair the Conference
Committee, Kevin de Ledn (D-Los Angeles), Bob Blumenfield (D-Woodland
Hills) and Senators Denise Ducheny (D-San Diego), Bob Dutton (R-Rancho
Cucamonga) Mark Leno (D-San Francisco), Alan Lowenthal (D-Long Beach) and
Mimi Walters (R-Laguna Hills) will sit on the committee. Assembly Republican
appointments to the Conference Committee are still being finalized.

o Plans in both houses to quickly move a spot budget bill (SB 61) on Thursday
morning (May 21) that will be used to establish a budget conference committee



Conference committee hearings on the governor’s May Revise proposal, unlike
previous years. The conference committee will essentially be tasked with closing
the $21 billion budget gap

May Revision hearings directly in Conference Committee, rather than first being
heard in subcommittee

Conference Committee reconciliation of differences in actions taken by the Senate
and Assembly Budget Subcommittees in their hearings since the budget was
enacted on February 18. There are not a lot of significant issues (given that the
2009-10 budget was already enacted). Most of the work and actions of the budget
subcommittees in each house have been on proposals that were rejected in the
February budget deal “without prejudice” (i.e., Gov’s proposals that didn’t
actually deal with closing the budget gap), as well as some special fund issues,
and oversight issues.

Public and Televised budget conference committee meetings
Conference Committee public testimony, particularly on May Revise proposals,
as well as other suggestions on how to close a $21 billion budget gap, unlike past

years

Budget conference committee focus on cash shortage issues

The budget conference committee schedule will be as follows...

May 21 - Conference Committee will begin with overview of the budget from the
Department of Finance and Legislative Analyst’s Office
o earlier than usual, and May Revision will be heard directly in Conference
Committee, rather than first being heard in subcommittee

May 22 — Hear from the State Controller and State Treasurer on the state’s cash
1ssues. (and DOF and LAO).

May 25-28 — Conference committee will use its meetings to get public testimony.
Each day will be a different subject (i.e., education, HHS, etc.), and the schedule
will be published in the Daily File. This will give the public a chance to comment
on the Gov’s May Revise proposals, as well as suggestions for how the
Legislature and Governor should close the $21 billion budget gap.

June 1 — Traditional Conference Committee action hearings begin to review the
specific proposals of the Administration, and getting the LAO critique. Conferees
will also consider the suggestions of citizens and groups who provided testimony
during the public testimony days (week of May 26).



o The goal is to have the conference committee finish its work by mid-June and put
out proposals to the floor to amend the 2009-10 budget package, and to get those
passed and in law prior to the start of the fiscal year (July 1).

Below are links to audio from today’s news conference.
Speaker Bass’s entire opening statement to the media at today’s post-election/state

budget news conference. (4:12)
http://democrats.assembly.ca.gov/Newsline/Audio/20090520BudgetNewsConfBass.mp3

Speaker Bass says the voters sent a message by defeating the budget related measures on
yesterday’s ballot. (:39)
http://democrats.assembly.ca.gov/Newsline/Audio/20090520BudgetNewsConfBass1.mp
3

Speaker Bass says there is no doubt spending cuts will be part of the budget solution.
(:24)
http://democrats.assembly.ca.gov/Newsline/Audio/20090520BudgetNewsConfBass2.mp
3

Speaker Bass says there will not be any additional federal money coming to deal with the
state’s financial crisis. (:16)
http://democrats.assembly.ca.gov/Newsline/Audio/20090520BudgetNewsConfBass3.mp
3

Speaker Bass says eliminating the two-thirds budget vote requirement is something to
consider in the future, after the current budget crisis is resolved. (:10)
http://democrats.assembly.ca.gov/Newsline/Audio/20090520BudgetNewsConfBass4.mp
3

Speaker Bass says the sale of state assets will not happen fast enough to deal with the
current budget problem. (:14)
http://democrats.assembly.ca.gov/Newsline/Audio/20090520BudgetNewsConfBass5.mp
3

Speaker Bass says Democrats are also looking for more ways to improve the economic
climate, such as the housing and entertainment industry tax credits. (:20)
http://democrats.assembly.ca.gov/Newsline/Audio/20090520Bud getNewsConfBass6.mp
3

Pro Tem Steinberg says the vote shows people want the legislature to do the job and it
will be done. (:39)
http://democrats.sen.ca.gov/vertical/Sites/%7B821330A8-F7DE-4CB7-B70D-
EC962A37B887%7D/uploads/%7B2CS5E4B44-1346-4ABA-8B20-
669C100AFE2F%7D.MP3




Pro Tem Steinberg says there will be serious cuts but the majority party will try hard to
uphold Democratic values. (:41)
http.//democrats.sen.ca.gov/vertical/Sites/%7B821330A8-F7DE-4CB7-B70D-
EC962A37B887%7D/uploads/%7BA2D2CS5CB-6EAC-40A7-A433-
6B1615CEQOE75%7D.MP3

Pro Tem Steinberg says there are three reasons the legislature must act quickly. (:32)
http://democrats.sen.ca.gov/vertical/Sites/%7B821330A8-F7DE-4CB7-B70D-
EC962A37B887%7D/uploads/%7B0A9A66BS5-E25D-4C63-894A-
C72D7DB30CF2%7D.MP3

Click onto the following link for pictures of today’s news conference:
www.asm.ca.gov/speaker/media

Website of pro Tem Darrell Steinberg: http://dist06.casen.govoffice.com/

Website of Speaker Karen Bass: www.asm.ca.gov/speaker
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County Wide Bike Route Signhage Proposal

Project Description:

A bicycle route signage system was identified in Santa Cruz County in order to
direct cyclists to safe and convenient facilities when navigating through the
county's roadways as a response to two fatalities on Mission St (state Highway
1). Many other counties in the United States with significant bicycle use have

implemented such systems including Santa Barbara, Berkeley and Oakland in
California and Portland Oregon.

A way finding signage system would involve identifying and signing cross-town
and cross-county routes deemed safer and more convenient due to lower traffic
volumes, the existence of bicycle facilities, gentler slopes, proximity to transit
stops and desirable destinations or other factors to be determined.

The project entails identifying appropriate bicycle routes through a collaborative
process involving local jurisdictions, creating a locally appropriate logo or
choosing standard (MUTCD approved) signs, and establishing sign installation
and maintenance agreements with local jurisdictions.

Mission Statement:

e To encourage cycling in a Santa Cruz County as a way to increase human
and environmental health and decrease automobile congestion

o To direct cyclists onto safer routes to increase traffic safety for all street
users.

Context/Purpose/Why is it important?

Santa Cruz County has a significant number of residents that choose to use a
bicycle for everyday transportation. On work/ school related commutes, for
example, a recent survey by the SCCRTC showed that 13% of voters commute
by bicycle at least twice a week. This figure is much higher in urban areas of the
county, especially if non-commute trips, and trips by children (who don't vote) are
taken into account. A complex network of bike paths, lanes, and routes exists to
serve this community. A bicycle map, put out by the Santa Cruz County Regional
Transportation Commission (SCCRTC), denotes the preferred routes but has a
limited distribution. Most road users are unaware of this network of bicycle
alternatives. This effects their decision regarding whether to use a bicycle for
transportation.

Many residents that do choose to use a bicycle for transportation do so on roads
that are less desirable and more dangerous than the bike route network, an
example being the two deaths that recently occurred on Mission Street in the city



of Santa Cruz. Part of the reason for the lack of awareness of the bicycle network
is that many cyclists are new residents, who haven't yet learned the street grid.
This is of particular concern in Santa Cruz County, which is home to 18,000
college students, (who make up a disproportionate amount of cyclists), as well as
a major destination for tourists and other visitors

Scope:
Santa Cruz County, focusing on common origins and destinations of cyclists.

Audience:

Primarily bicyclists, with an emphasis on students of all ages, and visitors. Other
road users are a secondary audience, under the assumption that marked bike
routes could encourage cycling.

Funding Estimate: Phase | grant range of $75,000 to $200,000.
(needs investigation from other programs developed)

How the program fits in with the Sanctuary Scenic Trail Network:

Within the next ten years, the Commission plans to play a leading role in creating
a trail network along the coast entitled the Sanctuary Scenic Trail Network, to
include the Coastal Rail Trail. It is likely that there will be some overlap between
the Trail Network and the proposed bike route signage system, where the
Sanctuary scenic trail network makes use of streets for short sections. In these
cases, signs for the Sanctuary Scenic Trail will supplant signs for the Bike Route
System. (As a cost savings device, the same posts could be employed.) To
create continuity with the county bike route system network, as well as to
increase the usability of the Scenic Trail itself, it would be advisable if destination
mileages, (i.e. Capitola 2.5 mi) could be incorporated into signage for the
Sanctuary Scenic Trail Network, though of course these decisions will be left up
to the governing bodies of the Trail Network.



CAPITOLA }
VILLAGE 2.5 miles

CABRILLO Y
COLLEGE 3.5 miles




