
Transportation Funding in California - Overview

FUEL TAX TRUCK  WEIGHT  FEE SALES TAX MOTOR LICENSE FEES
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(SC Co Share: 
Approx. $7 M/yr.)

Fed. Aid Programs:
RSTP

HES (Hazard Elimination)
Safe Routes to Schools

CMAQ
EEM - grants

HBRR (Bridges)
Border Infrastructure 
Recreational Trails

Caltrans  
Admin/Operations/Planning, 

Maintenance,
  SHOPP (Hwy Safety & 
Maintenance Projects), 

Toll Bridge Seismic Retrofit,  
RPA (Planning)

Santa Cruz County's Share:
RPA-$215,000/yr

SHOPP to Caltrans for projects 
in County - Varies ($5-9M/yr on 

avg)
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75% to Counties
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Transp.

Improvement
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60%  
South

Santa Cruz 
County 

Share (Approx. 
$5M/yr)

Fed. Aid Transit Programs
5307 Urbanized Area Grant
5308 Clean Fuels
5309 Capital Investment Grants
5310 Elderly/Disabled Transit
5311 Operating & Non-urbanized
5313 Planning/Research
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 Numbered Boxes (       ) refer to charts in Caltrans booklet: 
Transportation Funding in California (2005) - 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/offices/ote/funding/fundchrt.htm 

#

1/2% Local Sales Tax 
"Self Help" Measures in 

19 counties
Subject to voter 

approval
by 2/3 majority

Locally Identified 
Projects

14

15

Caltrans 
State Transit 

Programs

Aeronautics 
Account

6.4 
Cents

State General 
Funda

SCMTD Transit 
Operations

1/2% Special 
Local Sales Tax 

for Transit 
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Registration & 

Drivers License 
Fees

Motor Vehicle 
Account

Air 
Resources 

Board

CHP

AB2766 &
Moyer 
Grants

SAFE/FSP

a: Transportation Investment Fund
Starting in FY 07/08 funds from the sales tax on gasoline will be 
divided between city/county roads (40%), the PTA (20%), and the 
STIP (40%).  Prior to FY 07/08 funds are first taken off the top to 
fund TCRP projects.  When "fiscal emergency" is declared, 
funds  sometimes have been diverted to State General Fund for 
non-transportation programs.  1st year of program funds came 
from General Fund.

Acronyms:

CHP: California Highway Patrol
CMAQ: Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality
DMV: Department of Motor Vehicles
EEM: Environmental Mitigation
FHA:  Federal Highway Administration
FSP:  Freeway Service Patrol
FTA: Federal Transit Administration
HBRR:  Highway Bridge Replacement & Rehab
PTA:  Public Transportation Account
RPA:  Rural Planning Assistance
RSTP: Regional Surface Transportation Program
RTC: Regional Transportation Commission
SCMTD: Santa Cruz Metropolitan Transit District
SHOPP:  State Highway Operations & Protection Program
STIP:  State Transportation Improvement Program
TCRP:  Traffic Congestion Relief Program
TDA:  Transportation Development Act
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STIP receives balance of 
what not needed by 

Caltrans

Federal 
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Approx. $0.5M/yr to 
Santa Cruz Co.

Watsonville 
Municipal  Airport

40%  
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