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La Selva Rail Trestle Construction Underway 
 

 

As a condition of the purchase agreement between Union Pacific and the 

Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission (RTC) for acquisition of the 

Santa Cruz Branch Rail line, funding was designated to upgrade some structures 

along the 32-mile line.  

Work on the largest bridge – the 

La Selva Beach Trestle – is now 

underway. RTC’s contractor, Stacy and 

Witbeck, Inc., secured necessary 

permits, and construction began in late 

August. Danny’s Construction, the 

bridge erection subcontractor completed 

demolition of the old bridge using cranes 

that are currently on site.  Crews have 

begun pouring concrete to form anchors to the existing 

footings of the bridge. Fabrication of the new bridge 

was completed in Arizona by Stinger Bridge and Iron.  Pieces of the new bridge are 

expected to begin arriving in the next couple of weeks for on-location assembly.  

Local carpenters, masons and other labor have been hired to work on bridge.  
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The project is recycling usable materials including the wooden ties used to 

secure the metal rail.  Completion of the new La Selva Bridge is expected in early 

2015. The RTC is the lead agency for the project and will work with neighborhood 

groups to keep them apprised of conditions. In addition, construction contractors will 

also perform rehabilitation work on three other bridges.  

Acquisition of the 32-mile rail corridor was funded by voter-approved 

Proposition 116 funds which 

specifically designates the 

funds for passenger rail 

projects.  The RTC purchased 

the rail line to increase current 

and future transportation 

options for the community 

including passenger and freight 

rail service in addition to a 

bicycle and  pedestrian path in 

the corridor adjacent to the tracks.  

Other activities in the rail corridor include: 

• Two (of the twenty) segments of the Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail or 

Rail Trail are moving forward toward construction, Segment 7 in Santa Cruz 

between the wharf and Natural Bridges and Segment 18 in Watsonville 

between downtown and the Slough trails.  See the MBSST page on the RTC 

website for more information about the project and the Master Plan including 

alignments and design standards. 

• A Passenger Rail Study is underway to analyze the feasibility of commuter 

and/or intercity passenger rail service on the 32-mile Branch Rail Line 

between Davenport and Pajaro.  Public input was gathered over the summer 

on goals, evaluation measures, station locations and service scenarios.  The 

draft plan with recommendations will be available for public review in Spring 

2015.  See the Passenger Rail Study page on the RTC website for more 

information about the project including summaries of public input from the 

survey and workshop.  
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• Santa Cruz & Monterey Bay Railway continues to operate freight rail service, 

mainly from Watsonville, and will operate Train to Christmastown passenger 

service from Watsonville for the holiday season.   

 

For more information about the Regional Transportation Commission, please call 

831-460-3200, email info@sccrtc.org , or visit the RTC website.  

 
   

The Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission (RTC) is responsible for delivering 

a full range of convenient, reliable, and efficient transportation choices for the community. While 

promoting long-term sustainability, the RTC provides transportation services, planning, and 

funding for all travel modes. Information about the Regional Transportation Commission’s 

projects and programs can be found at www.sccrtc.org or by calling 831-460-3200. 
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