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Progress Continues on the Coastal Rail Trail  

  
The Coastal Rail Trail project continues to reach new milestones. The Monterey Bay 
Sanctuary Scenic Trail (MBSST) Network is a planned 50-mile bicycle and pedestrian trail 
system that will utilize the "rail trail" as the system's spine. The 32-mile rail trail will 
connect Davenport to Watsonville and passes within one mile of half of the county’s 
population. The trail will serve bicyclists, pedestrians, wheelchair users, and other non-
motorized, active transportation needs. The trail network will provide connectivity to activity 
centers, coastal access points and other key destinations. The Santa Cruz County Regional 
Transportation Commission (RTC) is the agency that owns the rail right-of-way, is pursuing 
passenger and freight rail operations, and manages the bicycle and pedestrian trail project. 
The RTC finalized and adopted an award winning Master Plan and an Environmental Impact 
Report.  
  
 

 
City of Santa Cruz and City of Watsonville projects seeking consultant services 

The Cities of Santa Cruz and Watsonville both issued requests for Statement of 
Qualifications (SOQ) for qualified environmental consulting firms to provide design, 
engineering, final plans, specifications, estimates, and environmental permitting for two rail 
trail projects. The City of Santa Cruz SOQ is for work on an approximately 3-mile long 
project that will tie into Natural Bridges Drive to the north and Pacific Avenue to the south. 
Statement of Qualifications are due February 4th, 2015. The City of Watsonville project is a 
pathway from Lee Road to 4,000 feet east. Statements of Qualifications are due February 
10, 2015. Public review and input opportunities into design and other trail features will be 
forthcoming. The RTC awarded a total of $5.1M in December 2013 for the two sections. 
 

 
Fundraising solicitations and partnerships continue 

The RTC is applying for a $6M Federal Lands Access Program grant for a north coast rail trail 
project that provides access to three federally protected lands: the California Coast National 
Monument, the Bureau of Land Management’s Coast Dairies property and the Monterey Bay 
National Marine Sanctuary. The total project is expected to cost a little under $10M. The 
Land Trust of Santa Cruz County, who came on board earlier this year to undertake large 
scale fundraising for building the rail trail, pledged a $3M match towards the grant. The 
California Coastal Conservancy, another large supporter, also pledged a $950,000 match 
due to the project’s coastal access elements. Friends of the Rail and Trail (FORT) and People 
Power continue advocacy, outreach, education and fundraising efforts. Multi-party 
collaborations will assist trail implementation and broaden community support.  
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City of Watsonville adopts the Trail Network Master Plan 
 
Following in the footsteps of the County of Santa Cruz, the City of Watsonville adopted 
the MBSST Master Plan late last year as the guiding document for implementing the trail. 
The RTC requested that local jurisdictions adopt the Master Plan to help ensure coordination 
and trail uniformity as the trail is built by local public works' departments, the RTC, or other 
entities over time.  
 
Master Plan availability  
 
The Final Master Plan is available for download here. A limited number of hardcopies of the 
adopted and revised Final Master Plan and the Final Environmental Impact Report are 
available for purchase from the main RTC office. Copies are also available at the Santa Cruz, 
Live Oak, Aptos, Felton, Scotts Valley, and Watsonville public libraries. 
  
For more information 
 
For more information about the Trail Network project or to sign up for e-news, please visit 
the RTC website or email info@sccrtc.org. 
  

--- 
The Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission (RTC) is responsible for 
delivering a full range of convenient, reliable, and efficient transportation choices for the 
community. While promoting long-term sustainability, the RTC provides transportation 
services, planning, and funding for all travel modes. Information about the Regional 
Transportation Commission’s projects and programs can be found at www.sccrtc.org or by 
calling 831-460-3200. 
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