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877 Cedar Street, Suite 240,  Santa Cruz, CA 95060 | Tel: 831.426.5925 Fax: 831.425.1404 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2/4/2014 
 
Eduardo Montesino 
Chair 
Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission 
1523 Pacific Avenue 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
 
Dear Chair Montesino, 
 
The Santa Cruz County Friends of the Rail & Trail (FORT) would like to express our concern with 
revisions to the Monterey Bay Scenic Sanctuary Trail (MBSST) Master Plan. The proposed 
revisions don’t meet the Master Plan’s number one goal: “Define a continuous trail alignment that 
maximizes opportunities for a multi-use bicycle and pedestrian trail separate from roadway 
vehicle traffic.” 
 
We understand and appreciate the desire to avoid costly litigation on this issue, and we realize 
that the final alignment of Segment 17 will not be decided for many years. However, please 
remember that the value of the MBSST lies in its separation from vehicle traffic. As this project 
moves forward, please do everything in your power to protect this community resource. 
 
There has been a significant outpouring of support for the Rail Trail, the Master Plan and concern 
with proposed revised Master Plan. If the goal is to avoid Rail Trail construction delays and 
litigation costs then please take this opportunity to direct RTC staff to focus on prioritizing next 
Rail Trail segments and apply for funding. There is some $216 million of Active Transportation 
Program funding currently available, resources should be spent preparing a highly competitive 
grant application. 
 
The significant and numerous Rail Trail community benefits cannot be further derailed for the 
interest of a few over the good of the many. The Coastal Rail Trail will provide healthy, low cost, 
sustainable transportation, recreation, and economic growth. Please don’t delay in assertively 
pursuing public funding to build the next segment of this legacy project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
David Wright 
FORT Chair  
Friends of the Rail & Trail 
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