
Nov 26, 1871 ð  The Southern Pacific 

Railroad brings a standard gauge 

Railroad line to Pajaro, continues on to 

Salinas in 1872, and on to Soledad in 

1874. 

Dec 1871 ð Santa Cruz 

County electorate 

approves railroad 

construction bonds to  

lure Southern Pacific ð or 

any other railroad ð to 

build a line from Pajaro 

through Santa Cruz 

County and northward.  

Pajaro Valley voted 

overwhelmingly against 

the bond measure.  
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Jun 1873 ð Led by Claus 

Spreckels and FA Hihn, 

Santa Cruz County 

businessmen decide to 

build the railroad 

themselves. Due to costs 

it will be a narrow gauge 

(36 inch) line.  Funds for 

the new Santa Cruz 

Railroad project include 

their own monies plus the 

previously -approved 

County funding.   

May 10, 1869 ð Leland 

Stanford, et al, as the 

Central Pacific 

Railroad, completes 

the western end of the 

Transcontinental 

Railroad and begins 

plans to link Northern 

and Southern 

California.  Chinese 

laborers built the line.  

Dec 1872 ð 

Southern Pacific 

surveyors begin 

laying out the line 

between 

Watsonville and 

Santa Cruz, but 

decide not to build 

it due to the 

Financial Panic of 

1873. 

1872 - 

Frederick A 

Hihn 

attempts to 

entice 

Southern 

Pacific RR to 

build the line 

into the 

County.  
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