
 

2050 Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Plan 
Goals, Policies, & Targets 

Goal #1  

Reduce vehicle miles traveled (VMT) in order to establish livable communities that 
improve people’s access to their regular needs. 
 
Policies 

1.1 Prioritize funding to improve multimodal access to and within key 
destinationsi for all ages and abilities. 

1.2 Ensure network connectivity by closing gaps in the bicycle, pedestrian, and 
transit networks. 

1.3 Develop dedicated transit facilities that will improve transit access and travel 
time and will promote smart growth and transit-oriented development. 

1.4 Plan and fund projects that create a human-centered transportation system. 
1.5 Support land use decisions that locate new development close to existing 

services, particularly those that serve transportation disadvantaged 
populations.  

Targets 

1.A Improve people’s ability to meet most of their daily needs without having to 
drive. Improve multimodal access and proximity to key destinationsii. 
 
1.A.1 Increase the length of urbanized area bikeway miles relative to total 

urbanized area arterial and collector roadway miles to 85 percent by 2035 
and to 100 percent by 2050iii. 

1.A.2 Increase the transit vehicle revenue miles by 30 percent by 2035 and 50 
percent by 2050 (compared to 2022). 

1.A.3 Reduce per capita vehicle miles traveled by 20 percent by 2035 and by 25 
percent by 2050 (compared to 2005). 

  
1.B Improve the convenience and quality of trips, especially for walk, bicycle, transit, 

freight and carpool/vanpool trips.  
 
1.B.1 Improve percentage of reliableiv person miles traveled by 5 percent by 

2035 and by 10 percent by 2050 (compared to 2020).  
1.B.2 Improve network quality for bicycle trips to and within key destinations by 

increasing the percentage of all bikeways that are separated or off-street 
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(Class I or IV) to 20 percent of bikeway miles by 2035 and to 30 percent by 
2050v.  

1.B.3 Improve the network quality for walk trips by increasing the percentage of 
urbanized area arterials and collectors that have sidewalks with lighting on 
both sides to 85 percent by 2035 and 100 percent by 2050. 

 
1.C Improve health by increasing the percentage of trips made using active 

transportation and transit. 
   
1.C.1 Decrease single occupancy commute trip mode share by 6.5 percent by 

2035 and by 10 percent by 2050 (compared to 2020).  
1.C.2 Increase the number of active commute trips to 16 percent of total 

commute trips by 2035 and to 24 percent of total commute trips by 2050. 

Goal #2 

Eliminate transportation related fatalities and serious injuries for all 
transportation modes. 

Policies 

2.1 Prioritize funding for safety projects and programs that will result in the 
county experiencing zero traffic-related deaths and serious injuries, or Vision 
Zero. 

2.2 Encourage projects that improve safety for youth, vulnerable users, and 
transportation disadvantaged populations. 

2.3 Support projects that provide access to emergency services. 
2.4 Support project design that reduces the potential for serious injury or death 

by mitigating human mistakes, encouraging safer behaviors, and facilitating 
safe travel by the most vulnerable users. 

Targets 

2.A.  Improve transportation safety, especially for the most vulnerable travelers. 

2.A.1 Vision Zero: Eliminate traffic fatalities and serious injuries by 2050 for all 
modes. By 2035, reduce fatal and serious injuries by 50 percent (compared 
to 2020).  

2.A.2 Reduce the number of high-injury intersections by 20 percent by 2035 and 
50 percent by 2050. 
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Goal #3 

Deliver transportation improvements and maintenance cost effectively and 
responsive to the needs of all users of the transportation system. 

The manner in which access and safety policies referenced in Goal #1 and Goal #2 are 
delivered can impact cost-effectiveness, ecological function, and distribution of benefits 
amongst population groups. 

Policies 

3.1 Prioritize transportation projects that cost-effectively improve access for all 
and provide sustainable transportation trips. 

3.2 Maintain and operate the existing transportation system cost-effectively and 
in a manner that adapts the current transportation system to maximize 
existing investments.  

3.3 Improve coordination between agencies in a manner that improves 
efficiencies and reduces duplication (e.g., paratransit and transit, road repairs, 
signal synchronization, Transportation Demand Management programs).  

3.4 Implement Transportation System Management programs and projects on 
major roadways across Santa Cruz County that increases the efficiency of the 
existing transportation system. 

3.5 Support new or increased taxes and fees that reflect the cost to operate and 
maintain the transportation system.  

3.6 Enhance local economic activity through improving freight mobility, reliability, 
efficiency, and competitiveness. 

3.7 Solicit broad public input on all aspects of regional and local transportation 
plans, projects, and funding actions. 

Targets 

3.A Maintain the existing system and improve the condition of transportation 
facilities. 
 
3.A.1 Increase the percentage of pavement in good condition to 50 percent by 

2035 and 80 percent by 2050. 
3.A.2 Reduce the number of transit vehicles in “distressed” condition to 20 

percent by 2035 and to 10 percent by 2050. 
 
3.B Re-invest in the local economy $20 million/year by 2035 and $35 million/year by 

2050 (compared to 2005) from savings resulting from lower fuel consumption 
due to a reduction in vehicle miles traveled.vi  
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3.C Increase the amount of transportation funding by 35 percent by 2035 (compared 
to 2020) from a combination of local, state, and federal funds. 

 

Goal #4 

Establish a climate-resilient transportation system that anticipates, adapts to, and 
mitigates the impacts of climate change. 

Policies 

4.1 Deliver transportation investments in a way that reduces climate change 
impacts, increases tree canopy, where appropriate, improves habitat and 
water quality, and enhances sensitive areas. 

4.2 Adapt the transportation system to withstand climate change impacts such as 
sea level rise, extreme weather events, changes in temperature, and 
precipitation patterns. 

4.3 Reduce greenhouse gas emissions to mitigate climate change impacts by 
planning and funding projects that reduce vehicle miles traveled (VMT). 

4.4 Expand transportation demand management programs that decrease the 
number of vehicle miles traveled and result in mode shift. 

4.5 Incorporate climate change projections into transportation planning and 
decision-making to proactively address potential risks and vulnerabilities. 

Targets 

4.A  Reduce smog-forming pollutants and greenhouse gas emissions. 

4.A.1.  Reduce per capita greenhouse gas emissions by 50 percent by 2035 and 
by 78 percent by 2050 and total greenhouse gas emissions from 
transportation by 40 percent by 2035 and 70 percent by 2050 (compared 
to 2005). 

4.A.2   Prioritize RTC discretionary funding to improve climate resiliency of critical 
transportation infrastructure (roads, bridges, transit stations) per the RTC 
Climate Vulnerability Assessment. 

4.A.3   Increase the percentage of transportation infrastructure projects with 
nature-based solutionsvii funded or led by the RTC to 10% by 2035 and 
30% by 2050.  
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Goal #5 

Ensure that plans, investments, policies, and transportation decisions will reduce 
disparities for historically and systemically marginalized, underserved, and 
excluded populations. 

Such populations include people with low incomes, people with disabilities, communities 
of color, and other transportation disadvantaged and equity priority communities. 

Policies 

5.1 Demonstrate that planned investments will reduce disparities in safety and 
access for transportation disadvantaged populations.  

5.2 Maximize input and decision-making for transportation plans and projects 
within disadvantaged populations. 

5.3 Prioritize funding for climate resilient transportation projects in areas with 
high concentrations of disadvantaged populations. 

5.4 Mitigate the displacement impacts of transportation improvements on low-
income residents and local small businesses. 

5.5 Prioritize transportation investments serving low-income neighborhoods and 
new affordable housing projects. 

Targets 

5.A  Enhance healthy, safe access to key destinations for transportation-
disadvantaged populations. 
 
5.A.1  Improve travel options for people who are transportation disadvantaged 

due to income, age, race, disability or limited English proficiency by 
increasing transit vehicle revenue miles in equity prioritycommunities by 
50 percent (see Target 1.A.2.) and reducing transit travel times by 15 
percent by 2035 and by 30 percent by 2050 (compared to 2020).  

5.A.2.   Prioritize at least 40% of discretionary revenues to projects and programs 
in equity priority communities. 

5.A.3.  In order to reduce negative impacts, reduce the average daily vehicle 
traffic volumes on arterials and highways in equity priority communities 
by 2 percent by 2035 and 5 percent by 2050. 

5.A.4.  Decrease the share of lower-income residents’ household income 
consumed by transportation and housing by 10% by 2050. 

 
5.B.  Solicit broad public input. 
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5.B.1.  Increase input from diverse members of the public in RTC planning and 
project implementation activities by 85% in 2035 and 100% by 2050, by 
targeting at least half of all public and stakeholder outreach to equity 
priority communities. 

5.B.1  Target recruitment for RTC staff and committees to proportionally reflect 
the diversity of Santa Cruz County. 

 
 

 
i Key destinations for Santa Cruz County residents may include employment and commercial centers, 

schools, healthcare, coastal access, and parks. 

ii Key destinations may include employment and commercial centers, schools, healthcare, coastal access, 
and parks. 

iii The 2018 percentage of urbanized area bikeway miles to urbanized area arterials and collectors was 70 
percent. 

iv Travel time reliability measures the consistency or dependability in travel times, as measured from day-
to-day. 

v 2018 buffered/separated bike lanes was 21 percent of the total bikeway length. 

vi $10 million per year equates to $100 per household per year. Assumes $4 per gallon.  

vii Nature-based solutions (NBS) leverage natural processes and features to address transportation 
challenges, such as mitigating greenhouse gas emissions, improving air quality, managing stormwater 
runoff, reducing erosion, and alleviating urban heat island effects. 
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