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FHWA 
EMERGENCY RELIEF 
PROGRAM
FOR DISASTER DAMAGED ROADWAYS

Presented by:
Malinda Gallaher
District 5 Local Assistance

How Does It Start?
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Initial Damage Assessment (IDE) Request

= Task with Local Agency and  Caltrans Local Assistance
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Pedestrian and Bicycle 
Facilities

 Should parallel an eligible roadway 
and be within Public Works right of way.

 Right of Way Certification could be 
requested by FHWA.

 Roadway does not need to be 
damaged.

 Pedestrian railing is eligible.

Stream Channels

 Eligible when the repair is directly 
related to protection of an eligible 
roadway.

 Roadway does not need to be 
damaged.

 Engineering memo or report stating 
the work is needed to protect the 
roadway is needed.
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Other Eligible Items

 Staff costs for all phases (includes 
indirect costs)

 Construction of a detour when an 
eligible roadway has been closed.

 Repairing roadway damage on a 
designated detour.

 Erosion control and replanting
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Ineligible Items

 Unmaintained roadway elements

 Pre-existing damage (check Google 
Street view)

 “Heavy Maintenance” or typical 
repairs by local agency crews during 
seasonal weather

 Damage under $5,000

What are the Repair Options?

Emergency Opening (EO)

 Temporary repairs that restore 
essential traffic, minimize extent 
of damage, or protect 
remaining facilities.

 Should be started within 270 
days from the start of the 
disaster.

 100% reimbursement for first 270 
days after the start of the 
disaster then 88.53% 
reimbursement afterwards.

Permanent Restoration (PR)

 Restores roadway to pre-disaster 
condition.

 Follows the typical Federal project 
delivery process.

 Preliminary Engineering costs are 
eligible starting on the disaster 
date.

 Following phases need to be 
authorized prior to starting work.

 88.53% reimbursement for all PR 
phases
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What are the Repair Options?

PR under EO

 Must show immediate completion 
of Permanent Repairs is the most 
economical option to restore 
essential traffic.

or

 Must show Permanent Repairs are 
the only practical alternative to 
restore essential traffic when a safe 
detour does not exist.

Requires benefit/cost analysis

Requires map showing detour to 
essential locations

Applying for ER Program

 The Damage Assessment Form (DAF) 
is the application for the FHWA ER 
program.

 Local Assistance will notify local 
agencies about the DAF submittal 
period. 

 Due within 3 months after FHWA 
determines a disaster is eligible unless 
FHWA provides an extension.

 Funds are requested after FHWA 
approves the DAF.
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