
Santa Cruz County Coastal Rail 

MINUTES 

Thursday, May 7, 2026 
9:00 a.m. 

1. Roll call – The meeting was called to order at 9:00 am.

Members present:
City of Capitola Gerry Jensen 
City of Santa Cruz  Fred Keeley 
City of Scotts Valley Steve Clark 
City of Watsonville  Eduardo Montesino 
County of Santa Cruz Manu Koenig  
County of Santa Cruz Kimberly DeSerpa 
County of Santa Cruz Andy Schiffrin (Alt.) 
County of Santa Cruz Monica Martinez (Remote) 
County of Santa Cruz Lowell Hurst (Alt.) 
Santa Cruz Metropolitan Transit District Fabian Leonor 
Santa Cruz Metropolitan Transit District Shebreh Kalantari-Johnson 
Santa Cruz Metropolitan Transit District Rebecca Downing 
Caltrans Ex-Officio Orchid Monroy-Ochoa (Alt.) 

Staff present: 
Sarah Christensen Nisha Singh 
Krista Corwin Yesenia Parra 
Bella Kressman  Steve Mattas (RTC Counsel) 
Shannon Munz 

2. Additions or deletions to consent or regular agendas

In-Person Meeting 
Watsonville City Council Chambers 

275 Main Street, Fourth Floor 
Watsonville, CA 95076 

Remote Participation 
RTC Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89597173447 
Dial-in: +1 312 626 6799 

Webinar ID: 895 9717 3447 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89597173447
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Administrative Sevices Officer Yesenia Parra communicated that a handout 
for item 5 and a Spanish version of the agenda were posted to the website. 

3. Oral communications 

Received public comment from: 
Paula Bradley 
Brian Peoples, Trail Now 
Michael Saint 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Director Clark made a motion and Director Montesino seconded the motion to 
approve the consent agenda. The motion passed with Directors Kalantari-
Johnson, Jensen, Montesino, Clark, Downing, Leonor, Keeley, Koenig, 
DeSerpa, and Director Alternates Schiffrin and Hurst voting “aye.” 
 
4. Adopt Bylaws and Appoint Officers for Santa Cruz County Coastal Rail, a 

Non-Profit Corporation (Resolution 1-26 and Resolution 2-26) 

REGULAR AGENDA 

Director Martinez arrived to the meeting via Zoom at 9:07 a.m. She 
announced that she would be attending the meeting remotely under the just 
cause provision of SB707 to care for a sick child. 
 
Director Downing announced that she would be recusing herself due to a 
conflict of interest and left the meeting. 

5. Approve an Administration, Coordination, and License Agreement with 
the Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission for the 
Remainder of the Freight Easement over the Santa Cruz Branch Rail 
Line & Authorize Filings with the Surface Transportation Board for the 
Santa Cruz County Coastal Rail to Serve as the Designated Common 
Carrier for the Remainder of the Fright Easement over the Santa Cruz 
Branch Rail Line. 

 
Ms. Sarah Christensen delivered a presentation. RTC Counsel Steve Mattas 
responded to Commissioners’ questions regarding timeline of filings with the 
Surface Transportation Board. 
 
Director Schiffrin (Alt.) made a motion and Director Clark seconded the 
motion to approve the staff recommendation to adopt Resolution 3-26 to: 
 

1. Approve an Administration, Coordination, and License Agreement with 
Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission for the Santa 
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Cruz County Coastal Rail to serve as the common carrier (non-
operating) for the Remainder of the Fright Easement over the Santa 
Cruz Branch Rail Line effective as of the conveyance of the Remainder 
of the Fright Easement from St. Paul & Pacific Rail to Santa Cruz 
County Coastal Rail; and 

2. Authorize the necessary filings with the Surface Transportation Board 
be made, for Santa Cruz County Coastal Rail to serve as the common 
carrier for the Remainder of the Fright Easement over the Santa Cruz 
Branch Rail Line. 

 
The motion passed unanimously with Directors Jensen, Keeley, Clark, 
Montesino, DeSerpa, Koenig, Martinez, Leonor, Kalantari-Johnson, and 
Director Alternates Hurst and Schiffrin voting “aye.” 
 
Received public comment from: 
Brian Peoples, Trail Now 
Michael Saint 
Matt Farrell 

6. Next meetings 

No meeting is scheduled for the Santa Cruz County Coastal Rail at this time. 
Future meetings will be scheduled as needed. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:18 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Yesenia Parra, Administrative Services Officer 
 
Attendees 
Sierra Topp 
Amanda Marino 
Nick Danty 
Marshall Ballard 
Riley Gerbrandt 
Cindy Convisser 
Rae Hughes 
Brian Peoples 
Paula Bradley 
Michael Saint 
Matt Farrell 
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